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 Federal employees in suits turned curious heads toward a room in a House 

office building Wednesday morning, as shouts and cheers from local Hispanic teens 

flooded the hallway.  

 Inside the Gold Room of the Rayburn building, students from six district-area 

high schools immersed themselves in competition during the debut of a new video 

game aimed at money management instruction.   

Although “your credit score is your GPA for life,” Visa’s Director of Financial 

Education, Jason Alderman said, few Americans, and fewer teens, pay attention to it. 

 Financial Soccer, sponsored by Visa and the International Federation of 

Football Association (FIFA), is a new “world cup-themed financial literacy video 

game to help Hispanic students score in the area of personal finance,” a press 

release said.  

The video game tries to make learning how to manage personal finance fun. 

Based on Visa’s educational program, “Practical Money Skills for Life,” the 

game applies financial questions to a soccer video game platform, where correct 

answers move players down the field, allowing for shots on goal, or steals from their 

opponents. 

The debut was part of “Ready to Lead,” a program aimed at growing 

leadership among Hispanic students in the United States, sponsored by the 

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute.  



 “High school is the most important time of your life…you have all the choices 

in front you from there,” said Treasurer of the United States, Rosa Rios.  

 Teens selected to participate in the program participated in various lectures 

and presentations, which tended to stress the importance of education and their 

futures as Hispanics in the U.S.  

 “You truly are the future of this country; know that Latinos are shaping 

America,” said congressman Ruben Hinojosa (D-Texas).   

 Hinojosa, who serves on the congressional committees for Education and 

Labor, and Financial Services, used a personal anecdote of his first time opening a 

savings account to illustrate the importance of money management.  

 His parents, both immigrants from Mexico, taught him to save 10 percent of 

his earnings, so that when he was 12 his father took him to the bank to open an 

account.  

 “If you can save 10 percent of what you earn, and invest it properly…you’re 

going to have a good life,” Hinojosa said.  

 His recommendation comes on the heels of one of the worst recessions in the 

country’s history, which left many citizens with huge cuts to their savings, as a result 

of poorly made financing and investment decisions on Wall Street.  

 “Our country is not in the best financial situation right now…that’s why you 

need to be as informed as possible, and as focused as possible,” Hinojosa said.  

 The congressman also suggested that cooperation between schools and the 

government could vastly improve chances for putting high school students on the 

path to financial freedom and success.  



 “Studies show that a significant number of Americans have an inadequate 

knowledge of their finances,” but programs like Ready to Lead aim to fix that 

problem, Hinojosa said. 

 “The administration has been a real leader in financial literacy; they’ve really 

taken it up a notch…we’ve all been beneficiaries of that,” Alderman said.  

 Still, teens are ultimately responsible for their financial futures, said 

Congressman Ed Pastor (D-Ariz.).   

“There are certain limitations, but there are certain opportunities,” he said. 

 As the first college graduate in his family, Pastor preached that “education is 

the foundation” for success. 

 Celebrity Mexican goalkeeper Jorge Campos, who participated in two of his 

country’s World Cup appearances, agreed with Pastor, telling the teens, in Spanish, 

that he wished someone had taught him the keys to financial management.  

 After making a lot of money at a young age, Campos said, he didn’t really 

know how to be responsible with it.  

 “A lot of the time it’s hard to learn about managing finances, but I think this is 

a great opportunity,” Campos said.  

No matter what your age, “managing your money, no matter how much you 

have, is vitally important to your success,” Alderman said.  
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